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Executive Summary:	Comment by Wade Larson: A table of contents may be ideal depending upon the length you end up with. Some of these projects have several pages. Not required if it’s only around 10 pages, but it’s your decision. 
The impacts of the global pandemic, COVID-19, have been felt all around the world. The implications are evident in all sectors of society, including the economic sector. COVID-19 has led to the implementation of a variety of rules by the affected nations around the world (Hedeshi & Hartwich, 2020). Due to these rules, many activities that had the globe operating have come to a halt.  Similarly, in Saudi Arabia, a country in the Middle East, specifically in Western Asia, is going through the same series of events, like the rest of the world. That is the implementation of measures to ensure that the spread of the global pandemic is controlled and reduced to having significant impacts in its economic sector (KPMG, 2020). Since the topic of focus is a continually researched topic, there is the need to establish the actual impacts of COVID-19 on the economy of Saudi Arabia. Based on various studies on the dynamics of the economy of Saudi Arabia, the economy is significantly made up of and contributed to by the revenue sourced from oil (Hedeshi & Hartwich, 2020). The nature of the economy in Saudi Arabia creates the potential risk of greatly being negatively affected by COVID-19 for various reasons. A good example is a fact that COVID-19 has resulted in lockdowns, which have significantly restricted the movement from one place to another. As a result, the demand for oil has greatly decreased, which has led to a decrease in prices. Since the economy of Saudi Arabia is based on the revenue obtained from oil, it may be negatively affected. However, this is just an example of the estimated impacts of COVID-19, which creates the need to establish more consequences. As a result, it leads to the question of how did COVID-19 affects Saudi Arabia's economy? This research paper will focus on answering this research question starting from the inception of COVID-19 in December 2019 to May 2020.	Comment by Wade Larson: The executive summary is a full summary of the entire paper. The way that this is written reads very much like an executive summary and you did a good job at it. Following the standard formatting of a research paper, you will then want to incorporate the other sections as you begin to write the paper. This executive summary is for me to capture the overall feeling and outcome of the paper. It does not (and should not) provide the full measure of introducing the topic, the problem itself, or the full measure of the research problem and its scope. Specific sections should be provided within the body of the full paper for those sections prior to the literature review.	Comment by Wade Larson: Awkward wording, but OK	Comment by Wade Larson: No need for so much detail…KSA is known well enough	Comment by Wade Larson: Good start and overview. I recommend that you split this up. Right now, you have a paragraph that is the length of a full page. That is too long for a paragraph. It makes it difficult for the reader to follow your line of thought.  


Literature Review:	Comment by Wade Larson:  While you summarized the elements of them, you will want to start off the paper in its entirety. The executive summary is a synopsis or a short narrative to give a preview of what the rest of the paper is about. It simply summarizes what the rest of the paper is. Following the executive summary, you will begin the actual paper.

The actual paper will need an introduction and overview about the situation. You will need to introduce the problem or scenario. You will then need to introduce the research question or problem to be evaluated. You will also need to identify the scope or parameters of the research.

There are general sections that are typical of a research paper. There are some variances in the specific formats and sections to be used. You can get a peer-reviewed article and see what kind of format that you like to follow for those sections. I am pretty open to being flexible on the specifics according to what you want. However, the information that you provide in the executive summary is an encapsulation of these first few sections. You do a good job of providing that information – you just need to expand upon it a bit more to paint the full picture for the reader and set yourself up for the research project.
1.1 Short-term impacts of COVID-19 on the economy of Saudi Arabia:
According to Hedeshi & Hartwich (2020), Saudi Arabia is one of the countries in the Arab Region, with a high number of COVID-19 patients. Therefore, there is a need for healthcare resources such as human resources and equipment necessary for the treatment of COVID-19. Without adequate financial resources to support the treatment and management of this global pandemic, many nations will be affected, including Saudi Arabia. The authors further indicate that COVID-19 has led to both short- and long-term effects on the economy of Saudi Arabia. Regarding the short-term impacts, they are defined as the results felt soon and not later in the future. In this case, various short-term effects of COVID-19 are evident in the economy of Saudi Arabia. 	Comment by Wade Larson: It's a minor thing, but avoid the overuse of commas. 	Comment by Wade Larson: So it sounds like they think that there may be some short-term and long-term effects. Do you know specifically what types of effects that they think are going to happen? The research is always better if you can give specific examples rather than talking in generalities.
According to the World Bank (2020), one of these short-term impacts includes a considerable decrease in the demand for Saudi Arabia’s primary source of revenue, which is oil. Based on various studies conducted to establish the dynamics of the economy of Saudi Arabia, oil exports make up the highest contribution to its economy (World Bank, 2020). According to Nicola et al. (2020), a meeting held at the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in March in Vienna, regarding the production of oil during the global pandemic, Russia, advocated for continued oil production irrespective of the decreased demand. The authors further indicate the concern of the meeting, which was to avoid any economic drawbacks due to the implement rules related to COVID-19—identifying global lockdown as one of the adopted laws in the affected countries and restricted movement to other places. Nicola et al. (2020) identify the first and current short-term impact being the reduced demand for oil since people no longer even drives to work.  	Comment by Wade Larson: Delete the comma	Comment by Wade Larson: So in general, this entire section indicates that the impact would be a decrease in the demand for oil. That is understood. Saudi Arabia exports oil, everyone knows that oil exports got hurt, we can all presume that this will decrease demand and hurt the economy. What would really be helpful is if there was an estimate of how much demand will be hurt in terms of actual volume of production, money, economic impact in terms such as gross domestic product, percentage of total annual revenue to the total economy, or other key economic indicators to communicate the scope or depth of the impact
According to Hedeshi & Hartwich (2020), the decrease in demand for oil has led to the need to establish measures that will ensure the demand somehow comes up. As a result, the second short-term impact of COVID-19, which is a drastic decrease in the original prices of oil in the global market. The occurrences being witnessed currently regarding the oil industry were lastly seen almost thirty years ago (Nicola et al., 2020). Therefore, due to the decreased movement as defined by the laws enacted to curb the spread of the novel Coronavirus, there is no more need for oil since now people can work from home to avoid any social contact. Hedeshi & Hartwich (2020) found that Saudi Arabia took up the strategy of reducing the price of oil, anticipating an increase in demand; however, there is no change. This impact is termed as a short term since Nicola et al. (2020), identifies that once the laws of staying home and being on lockdown are lifted, then people will go back to going about their economic activities, including transporting both goods and people.	Comment by Wade Larson: delete	Comment by Wade Larson: again, this information is good – but it is reasonable for anyone to conclude this. What would really help the research to be ideal at a Master’s degree level would be to identify how much of an impact this is expected to have on the overall economy in terms of the impact to demand. For example, how much demand do you think has been impacted? Is there a percentage compared to gross domestic production? How much will come back after the pandemic is over? Have you seen an increase yet as some of the world is going back to work? What do the experts say in terms of the return to work? What do you anticipate will be the growing demand for oil? Will it be immediate upon returning to work? Will the reserves need to be drawn down for a bit before Saudi Arabia goes back into production? Or will you see an immediate return to production as soon restrictions begin to be lifted? Try to find research that creates some speculation or prediction so you can identify what you think the impact will be to the Saudi economy and when.
According to Hedeshi & Hartwich (2020), COVID-19 has led to the implementation of laws related to the operation of SMEs in both the private and public sectors. Consequently, this has led to a significant impact on the overall labour force of Saudi Arabia. A similar view is identified by ILOSTAT (2020), indicating that these enacted laws have been implemented for the safety of everyone in the country and to reduce the spread of the novel Coronavirus. The statistics further explain that a part of the labour force was relieved off their duties, especially the daily labourers and those without a well defining contract with the employers. As a result, employers are trying to reduce their expenses during tough economic times and the reduction of crowding in the workplaces. Hedeshi & Hartwich (2020) further explains that others in the workforce are now expected to comply with the adopted reduction of payment by not more than 40% of their overall amount due to the reduced working hours. Lastly, another portion of the workforce is expected to comply with the added unpaid leave according to Article 116 of the Labor law. This effect is termed as short-term since all these measures have been adopted due to the presence of COVID-19.	Comment by Wade Larson: What kind of an impact? Is it positive? Or is it negative? As I read ahead, it is not quite clear just what that impact is. There are some presumable impacts – but are we talking about the impact to the labor force in general … Such as a reduction in the labor force? Or are you talking about an impact to the individuals within the labor force, such as a reduction in their income? Or a reduction in the availability of work for them? Adding a bit of specificity to what kind of impact and to which area of focus (the individuals themselves versus the body of the workforce in general) could help to clarify.	Comment by Wade Larson: Make the connection – I presume this is because of the safety laws that were enacted?	Comment by Wade Larson: I presume you are talking about employees who did not have a well-defined contract such as temporary workers? Spelling out examples of what kind of workers they are (such as temporary workers) can provide the reader with a clear example	Comment by Wade Larson: No -s	Comment by Wade Larson: do you want to see this as an individual impact? Or as an impact to Saudi Arabia as a country? At the start, you addressed this paper as the impact to Saudi Arabia as a country. If so, you will want to maintain that central theme. Ultimately, if people don't make money, they can't spend money – and if they don't spend money, the country is not going to be able to maintain a strong economy as nobody buys or sells. That is how the individual income affects that equation. However, if you want to incorporate the individual impact, you will want to broaden the scope of your research question from the very start and include that as a part of the conversation initially.
1.2 Long-term impacts of COVID-19 on the economy of Saudi Arabia:
Long-term effects are defined as effects that will occur over a long period or are related to the future. In business-related research studies, most impacts felt or present in the economy are, in most cases, long-term consequences (UNIDO, 2020). The current adverse effects faced in the economy of Saudi Arabia are most likely to also play a part in what will be experienced in the future. These impacts will be significantly felt since Saudi Arabia falls under the categorization of countries that have a less diversified economy since it mainly focuses on the production oil (KPMG, 2020). 	Comment by Wade Larson: As mentioned in the first section – about your short-term impacts – providing a handful of examples of what may constitute long-term impacts can help to set up this section for discussion. In other words, providing a few examples here of what you will be discussing has types of long-term impacts can create an introduction to this section so the reader knows what you are going to talk about.
[bookmark: _Hlk40652905][bookmark: _Hlk40652961]According to UNIDO (2020), one of the felt long-term impacts of COVID-19 on the economy is the country's GDP. GDP is the acronym for the gross domestic product, which incorporates all the goods and services produced by a nation for sale. Therefore, it measures the value of sold goods and services within a specific period. In this case, the World Bank (2020) identifies that the GDP of Saudi Arabia is partly made up of oil, which contributes about 50% of the total GDP. Therefore, the decreased oil prices and the overproduction of oil will significantly influence the GDP of Saudi Arabia. According to Hedeshi & Hartwich (2020), other contributors to a negatively impacted GDP include the decrease in productivity. During this global pandemic, the overall productivity in the global economy has greatly reduced. Similarly, the productivity of businesses and industries in Saudi Arabia has also reduced due to the closure of companies, the reduction of employees, and the working time. However, this will not be felt until the analysis is done in comparison with the 2019 GDP (Hedeshi & Hartwich, 2020).	Comment by Wade Larson: delete	Comment by Wade Larson: if you are going to spell this out in the paper, then I recommend that you use the full term initially followed by the acronym in parentheses.	Comment by Wade Larson: Given the nature of the audience for this paper, there is not a need to spell this out	Comment by Wade Larson: okay – now we are getting down to some business here. Now that you identify the actual GDP as it relates to oil production, and you have laid the foundation that oil production is going to be impacted, is there any research that indicates what impact oil production has had in the past? Is there any indication of what has happened from other crises to oil production?

Part of literature review is to identify any research that has taken place previously. Of special interest would be any kind of other situations where other global crises may have impacted oil production so you can recognize the depth and breadth of the impact that may be coming your way to KSA. By recognizing what the impact was in the past, this may enlighten you as to what the impact may be in the future.
According to Wimalawansa (2020), during this global pandemic period, flights to other nations and continents have been cancelled in various affected countries, including Saudi Arabia. As a result, the tourism sector, which is the second top contributor to the nation's revenue, has been greatly affected. According to Ebrahim et al. (2020), the most famous tourist destination to Saudi Arabia is related to religious tourism, and it is implemented by the Hajj Pilgrimage, an annual event held in Mecca, the holiest city in Saudi Arabia. Muslims from all over the world travel to Mecca to celebrate this event. However, there is the speculation of the closure of the event, and once closed for this year, 2020, due to COVID-19, Nicola et al. (2020), identifies that this will lead to the downfall of the economy of Saudi Arabia. More so, since these negative impacts on the economy do not match the spending in the healthcare sector of the nation since more equipment and personnel are required to treat the increasing COVID-19 cases (Nicola et al., 2020). As a result, the country is spending more than what it is gaining. In the next few years, the impacts will be felt due to the decreased revenue-generating activities and increased spending in the healthcare sector. 	Comment by Wade Larson: Now that you know for sure that it was closed, you will want to phrase it that way so it is in the correct tense.	Comment by Wade Larson: This is pretty strong language. Indicating that canceling the pilgrimage to Mecca will result in the downfall of the entire economy is pretty disastrous. Either we are using the wrong language here to describe it, and we should use some different language to lighten the impact, or this is an extreme example.	Comment by Wade Larson: I'm not sure just how this healthcare reference fits in to the line of thought within this paragraph. You will want to be sure to connect these lines of thought more clearly.
The US is globally used by other nations to access their economic condition, including Saudi Arabia. The current analysis of the various economies in different countries is all measured with the US as the gauge. According to World Bank (2020), during this period of COVID-19, all nations have been affected irrespective of their development status, including the US. Therefore, according to the speculation by Hedeshi & Hartwich (2020), this aspect may affect the economy of Saudi Arabia in the long run, especially after the global pandemic has subsided. After the end of this global pandemic, the US has the potential to be adversely affected since, currently, the country has a large number of COVID-19 patients, making up a quarter of the global number of infected cases (UNIDO, 2020). Since the effects of COVID-19 are felt in all sectors in the society, the economy of the US will not be exempted. World Bank (2020), identifies that Saudi Arabia will not be able to gauge its economy based on the US dollar, due to the difference in the adverse effects. 	Comment by Wade Larson: Access? Or assess? If it is “assess”, I understand this. If you did mean “access”, I don’t understand what you are trying to say.
According to Ebrahim et al. (2020), all affected nations have no assurance that any step they take towards formulating mitigation measures regarding their economies will be implemented. Since there is no adequate knowledge of how long the global pandemic will exist around the world. The inadequacy in knowledge is inclusive of the nature of mitigation measures, whether long-term or short-term. Nicola et al. (2020), further indicates that in Saudi Arabia, it is no different, although medical professionals are working towards finding a vaccine for the novel Coronavirus. The lack of mitigation measures will significantly affect Saudi Arabia's economy in the long run; currently, the economy is being negatively affected. The authors identified that some of the adopted mitigation measures are taking long to be implemented by the public; for example, the use of the internet to conduct businesses, especially for the SMEs. However, the recorded negative impacts of COVID-19 on the economy of Saudi Arabia require immediate implementation of mitigation measures. Failure to do so, the economy will face adverse implications in the future (Nicola et al., 2020).Lastly, according to Ojha & Shubha (2020), the real estate industry will be significantly affected due to reduced construction works. The construction industry is defined by a large number of labourers and the movement of materials used for building from other parts of the country, due to the implemented curfew laws to control the spread of the novel Coronavirus. Additionally, there is another law regarding social distancing, which affects the workforce in the construction industry.	Comment by Wade Larson: Watch the spacing between punctuation and words	Comment by Wade Larson: Spell out “and” when writing (use “&” in citations only)	Comment by Wade Larson: avoid waiting until the end of this section to "define" something… This is the part where you wind down this section to transition to the next section.	Comment by Wade Larson: It almost feels as though you are trying to introduce new material here at the very end of this section. Instead, you should be winding down this section in preparation for going to the next.



Analysis:
Before any decision-making process in the economy, leaders consider the aspect of the forecast of how the strategies implemented today or in the past will impact the future. The information acquired above helps guide on how the past performance can influence the outcome in the future. Based on the data from the gathered secondary sources, the use of the business cycle, which includes various indicators existing in the economy, will aid in the evaluation of the past performance of the economy and its future (Los & Ocheretin, 2019). The choice of this approach in this project is appropriate since the literature review incorporated the various economic indicators and how COVID-19 has impacted them since the break out of the global pandemic.	Comment by Wade Larson: It should. What is still unclear is just what information you plan to use that you have collected. Please focus on the recommendations that I made above to clarify the information that you're collecting. If you can identify specific information on what has been done in the past or the information that is collected thus far, that should help you to identify specific elements of data that will be useful in creating some calculations to make some predictions.
The mentioned economic indicators are further divided into lagging indicators, which are indicators used to define the economy's status in the past. In contrast, the leading indicators forecast the future of the economy (Los & Ocheretin, 2019). In this case, the lagging indicators include unemployment levels in the country, the country's GDP, and income levels. Some of the indicated short-term impacts of COVID-19 include the increase in the unemployment rates in Saudi Arabia. Therefore, since 2019 after the break of the global pandemic, the unemployment levels have adversely increased due to various factors. One of the factors is the closure of some businesses and industries to implement social distancing and lockdown, and another factor is increased firing in the different organizations. As a result, some of the employees in the public and private sectors are now unemployed. However, the increase in the unemployment rate has mainly resulted from the impacts of COVID-19. The GDP is usually affected by various factors in an economy. In this case, both tourism and oil exports play a considerable role in the contribution of revenue to the GDP. Based on statistics, the GDP growth decreased from 2.4% in 2018 to 1.7% in 2019 (World Bank, 2020). The decrease was a result of the reduced production of oil. Lastly, the income levels in Saudi Arabia also decreased due to the implementation of mitigation measures related to the spread of Coronavirus. As a result, the number of working hours was reduced by the government together with the income.	Comment by Wade Larson: Okay – everything that you talked about thus far has built up around oil production. At this point, you are talking about other economic indicators – lagging indicators and leading indicators. You will want to tie in how oil production connects to these. I agree that these other indicators such as the GDP and employment are affected by it. However, most of the entire paper thus far is tied into oil production. Now you are diversifying the content of the paper into several other areas within this paragraph in the next paragraph.

There is no question that there are multiple impacts. You will just want to consider how to tie in the rest of the paper (as in the oil production problem) to these other indicators OR introduce these other indicators as problematic impacts earlier on in the paper (e.g., introducing them through the problem statement, the literature review, etc.) so that this is not the first time that we are seeing them connected to your foundational content. 
On the other hand, the leading economic indicators include manufacturing levels, housing conditions, and the level of new business startups (Los & Ocheretin, 2019). In this case, Saudi Arabia has adopted various mitigation measures to help slow and stop the spread of the novel Coronavirus. One of the implemented measures is the reduction of movement and the adoption of total lockdown. As a result, there is a reduction in the manufacturing levels of various industries. However, the oil production industry continues to produce oil, which is also a negative indication. The decrease in the manufacturing means that in the future, the GDP will automatically decrease, other aspects that will also reduce include; the employment levels among others (World Bank, 2020). However, when the manufacturing levels are high, and the goods do not reach the consumers like it is in Saudi Arabia, then it means that there might be a considerable loss due to holding of assets or products in the future. As a result, Saudi Arabia will lose millions of money in the future. 	Comment by Wade Larson: The wording is awkward here so be sure to run through this one more time for the grammar…I get what you are trying to say though. (2) help the reader to understand how these two things relate to one another. As mentioned in my previous statement, up until now, everything has been about oil production and that it will have a negative impact. Don't leave it to the reader to make the connection or inference between the reduction in oil production and all of these other things. Try to make a clear connection.	Comment by Wade Larson: Use a colon here (:)	Comment by Wade Larson: either refer to millions of dollars or whatever denomination that you want to refer to – or you can refer to "lots of money"
Regarding the housing sector in Saudi Arabia, the construction sector is currently affected since it is mainly characterized by a large number of labourers who work on site. Due to the implemented laws and regulations to reduce the spread of the virus, there is no possibility of continuing with the construction activities. It is essential to understand that the issuing of building permits in Saudi Arabia are still ongoing (Hedeshi & Hartwich, 2020). However, other influences, such as the restricted movement from one town to another have led to a decrease in the supply chain of the construction industry. As a result, there is a huge possibility that the real estate industry will incur losses in the future and will then decrease the national revenue. Lastly, COVID-19 has resulted in the closure of several businesses in the country due to the inability to employ technology and lack of market. Therefore, the number of companies in the economy has reduced. More so, there are no new business startups. As a result, this is an indication that there will be a continued rise in unemployment in the future, thus a decreased GDP.


I can see were you wanted to go here at the end. There are definitely a lot of areas where the coronavirus has impacted the economy and individuals negatively. During the first part of the paper, however, it was primarily focused on the impact on the economy based upon the reduction of production in the oil market. I recommend that you do one of the following:
(a) follow the nature of your original problem statements and literature review research by focusing primarily on the impact to the economy due to the reduction of production of oil. This means that you will want to focus on the global impact to the country and the economy rather than the specific impact to individuals. You will also want to identify what it means in the short-term and the long-term specific to this area of focus – based upon the reduction of oil production. If these other things are tied to lower oil production, you will want to make a very specific connection to that.
OR…
(b) From the very beginning, indicate that there are several potential areas of negative impact due to the coronavirus. From there, you can expand your literature review just a little bit to bring in a few other resources that tie in the negative impact to employment, GDP, manufacturing, and other topics that you touch upon in the analysis section of your paper. This will allow you to bring in the other topics by introducing them sooner within the paper.
By doing one or the other, you will be able to tie in your content more clearly. As of now, it almost feels like there are two separate papers that are happening here. The first half of the paper is primarily focused on the impact of lower oil production on the economy. The second half of the paper seems to be focused on a broad impact of the coronavirus to the economy as demonstrated by several key indicators (not just tied to oil production). Creating a centralized theme that ties it all together more fully can be helpful here.

image1.jpeg
Aalodlansls
Al Yamamah Unlversny




image2.jpeg
£

WASHINGTON STATE
[UNIVERSITY




